REGIUM DONUM. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, ' . 
dated 2 July 1850 \—for, 

COPY “of any Correspondence between the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and the Irish Government, 
between the 1st day of July 1848 and the 1st day of July 1850, relative to 
the Stoppage of the Regium Donum of the Minister of Clonmel, on the order 
of George Mathews, alias Duncan Chisholm.” 



Dublin Castle, 1 
24 July 1850. / 



(True copy.) 



T. N. REDINGTON. 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 29 July 1850. 



SCHEDULE. 



17 August 1848. — Letter from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to Sir Wm. M. Somerville, Bart. - p. 1 
8 September 1848.— Letter from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to Sir Wm. M. Somerville, Bart. - p. 2 
28 September 1848.— Letter from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to T. N. Redington, Esq. - - p. 2 

5 October 1848.— Letter from Sir Wm. M. Somerville, Bart, to the Rev. Dr. Dobbin - p. 3 

21 October 1848.— Letter from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to Sir Wm. M. Somerville, Bart. - p. 4 

25 October 1848.— Letter from Sir Wm. M. Somerville, Bart, to the Rev. Dr. Dobbin - p. 5 

8 September 1849. — Letter from the Rev. John Barrett to T. N. Redington, Esq. - - p. 5 

27 September 1849. — Letter from Sir Wm. M. Somerville, Bart, to the Rev. John Barrett p. 6 



LETTER from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to Sir William M. Somerville, Bart. 

Sir, The Manse, Ballymena, 17 August 1848. 

On the loth ultimo I took the liberty of laying before you, by direction of the 
general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, a complaint submitted 
to them by the minister and congregation of Clonmel, that the three last 
quarters of last year’s regium donum had been withheld ; and requesting' that you 
would have the goodness to furnish the assembly with information respecting 
this case. 

I am aware that your hands have been unhappily too full of business in these 
distracted times, and I have therefore been reluctant to press the consideration 
of this case upon your notice ; but as the minister and congregation are suffering 
much inconvenience from the present unsettled state of this affair, mav I beg 
most respectfully that you will furnish me with'any orders from the (jovern- 
ment to the agent for the distribution of regium donum, and any other information 
you may consider necessary with reference to this case. 

Waiting your early reply, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Jaclcson Dobbin , d. d., 

Moderator of the General Assembly. 
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LETTER from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to Sir William M. Somerville, Bart. 

Sir, The Manse, Ballymena, 8 September 1848. 

On the 15th of July last I took the liberty of laying before you, by direction 
of the general assembly, a complaint preferred to that body by the minister and 
congregation of Clonmel, regarding the withholding of the regium donum voted 
by Parliament for that congregation ; and again on the 17th of August I craved 
your attention to this matter. I have been waiting with great anxiety for your 
communication in reply to the request contained in those letters ; and as I have 
not been favoured with even an acknowledgment of their receipt, and knowing 
the respect which you profess for the body over which I have the honour to 
preside, and the courtesy and kindness with which the Irish Government have 
uniformly treated our communications, I fear that my letters may not have 
reached their destination or been submitted to your notice. 

As the parties who have felt themselves aggrieved in this transaction, and who 
have sought the counsel and interference of the assembly, are naturally most 
anxious to have the whole matter brought to a speedy and satisfactory termi- 
nation, and as the assembly (while ready to interpose whatever influence or per- 
suasion they can employ for the protection of their members from any invasion 
of their rights, or on the other hand to express their disapprobation of any 
brother whose conduct may have been factious or disorderly), yet felt unable 'to 
come to a sound conclusion from the want of evidence as to the whole facts of 
the case, I trust you will forgive me for again bringing this matter under your 
notice, and earnestly but respectfully entreating that you will give it your early 
consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Jackson Dobbin , d. d., 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 



LETTER from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to T. iV". Reding ton, Esq. 

Sir, The Manse, Ballymena, 28 September 1848. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
instant, in which you state that my communication of the 14th July* relative to 
the complaint preferred to the assembly by the minister and congregation of 
Clonmel, had not been received at the office of the Chief Secretary, and request- 
ing a copy of it. 

I have now great pleasure in furnishing you with a copy of that document ; 
but I cannot help expressing my surprise that the original should have failed in 
reaching its destination. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Jackson Dobbin , d. d., 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 



(Copy.) 

The Manse, Ballymena, 15 July 1848. 

At the late meeting of the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland, which has just terminated its sittings, a complaint was preferred by 
the minister and congregation of Clonmel, that the regium donum had been 
withheld for the three last quarters of last year from that congregation. It was 
represented to the assembly that the annual certificate of Mr. Dill, the minister 

of 
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of the congregation, had been forwarded in April 1847, in the usual form : that 
the regium donum to the congregation was included in the Estimates voted by 
Parliament for that year ; that the first quarter was regularly paid by the agent 
were wkh held ° Ut CaUSC ass ’& ne(1 ^ the Government, the succeeding payments 

I have been therefore directed by the general assembly to lay the matter 
before you, and respectfully to solicit information regarding the case, and 
especially to ask for copies of any correspondence that has taken place between 

Z S“Mr ! rai ? stoun^ e d “ i0Q ° f re * i « md ° n ™’ '»**>** 

Trusting you will favour me with an early communication, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Jackson Dobbin, d.d., 
Moderator of General Assembly. 



LETTER from Sir William M. Somerville , Bart., to the Rev. Dr. Dobbin. 

^ r » Dublin Castle, 5 October 1848. 

In reply to your letter of the 28th ultimo, enclosing copy of your communica- 
tionot 1 °th July last, lam directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, 
tor the information of the general assembly, that the regium donum for the three 
last quarters of the year ending 31st March 1848, has not been paid to the 
minister of Clonmel m consequence of the presbytery certificate not specifying 
Governm Q ^ mber ^ amilies belonging to the congregation, as required by the 

With respect to the payment of the first quarter’s regium donum for that year, 
I have to state that many congregations of the general assembly, who, as a 
condition of their ministers receiving regium donum , ought to have paid him 
35 1. of stipend prior to 31st March 1847, solicited from Government additional 
time to make up the money, which was granted. From this cause the annual 
examination of the certificates (which is completed in June) had to be postponed 
considerably beyond the usual period ; but from the prevailing distress it was 
determined to issue the first quarter’s regium donum due on 1st July 1847 to all 
the endowed ministers, including the minister of Clonmel among the rest. 

In reference to the remark that the regium donum for Clonmel had been 
included in the Miscellaneous Estimates voted by Parliament for that year, 
I beg to observe that the Estimate laid before Parliament for the payment of the 
regium donum is an aggregate sum, and that the different congregations 
receiving the same are not specified. 

The Clonmel certificates for 1847 are in the same terms as previously, but it 
having been thought desirable last year to ascertain the number of families in 
each congregation with greater certainty, it was so intimated to the ministers 
whose certificates were similarly made out, all of whom sent corrected certificates 
except the minister of Clonmel, whose regium donum in consequence still 
remains unissued. 

As regards your application for copies of correspondence on this matter with 
the agent, I must refer you to the correspondence lately printed by Parliament, 
in which the tleturn to Mr. Scully’s motion for any order sent by the Government 
to Dr. Cooke, is “ Nil.” 1 have however to state that the gentleman by whom 
this branch of business is conducted here, informed the agent, according to the 
usual practice, that the Clonmel regium donum was to be held over ; but in 
order to prevent all misunderstanding for the future, instructions have been given 
that every similar communication shall henceforth be made to the agent by letter 
from the Chief or Under-secretary. 

You will observe from the Parliamentary Return, that so long ago as 3ist 
December last the Under-secretary apprised the congregation of the cause of the 
non-issue of the regium donum , and that on an amended certificate being 
63 a 2 received 
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received (for which another printed form was furnished), “ the bounty will be 
at once issued as usual and that on the 15th January last they were further 
informed that no other information was required from Clonmel than had been 
already given by every other congregation. 

It is to be regretted that the amended certificate was not thereupon sent here, 
more particularly as the difficulties of complying with the conditions insisted 
upon by the Government, and which have been especially referred to by the 
Clonmel congregation in their correspondence with this office, have been easily 
overcome, inasmuch as the certificate for 1848 being correctly filled, the regium 
donum has been in consequence paid. 

His Excellency trusts that the above statement will prove satisfactory to the 
general assembly, and show that the Government has not made any unreason- 
able demand when requiring from the Clonmel congregation the fulfilment of 
the same conditions as have been cheerfully complied with by every other con- 
gregation in Ireland, and even by the Clonmel congregation itself in the present 
year. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Wm. M. Somerville. 



LETTER from the Rev. Dr. Dobbin to Sir William M. Somerville , Bart. 

Sir, The Manse, Ballymena, 21 October 1848. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5 th instant, in reply to 
my communication of the 15th July, and to thank you for the information con- 
veyed therein relative to the withholding of the regium donum from the minister 
of Clonmel. I have summoned the committee of assembly, to whom the matter 
was entrusted, with the view of submitting the correspondence to them ; but 
there are some points connected with the case, regarding which l should greatly 
desire further information, as necessary to enable the committee to come to a 
sound decision. 

You state that while there was no order sent by Government to Dr. Cooke 
for the withdrawal of the regium donum from Mr. Dill, the gentleman who con- 
ducts this branch of business informed the agent that the Clonmel regium donum 
was to be held over ; but that to prevent all misunderstanding for the future 
every similar communication shall henceforth be made to the agent by letter 
from the Chief or Under-secretary. Now I am not able to gather from this state- 
ment whether the Government approve of, or repudiate those letters which were 
transmitted by that gentleman to Dr. Cooke. If the former, I trust you will 
that : “ h®. 4 reasonable that the assembly should be furnished with 
copies of them ; or if the latter, that we should be distinctly so informed. 

With regard to the statement in the fourth paragraph of your letter that it 
having been thought desirable last year that the number of families in each con- 
gregation should be ascertained with greater certainty, it was so intimated to the 
ministers whose certificates were made out similarly to Mr. Dill's, all of whom 
sent corrected certificates except the minister of Clonmel; permit me to ask 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Jackson Dobbin, d.d., 

Moderator of the General Assembly. 
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LETTER from Sir William M. Somerville, B art., to the Rev. Dr. Dobbin. 
Sir, T » ... _ 

the sars ssrjgzt iLhe 

taken P' ace "P“ this S“*>Joct »»* be 
been pursued in Sffiiuf .£ Goran , ment a PP™™ of the course which has 
formation had Teen comm umcated^b^him^^Tt ^ r0m *'• Dill > ""til certain in- 
intimation of the bounty having been wMihew"!? °uT rSe f ecessal 7 that an 
agent, Dr. Cooke. . S “ * held should have been made to the 

■“ 1 ™ «“"« ** » •■•n « »»,E7rtiThr,?^bS:~“ 

s&s 

fcLSrf 8 Z e ro y ’ S Ietters of l 1 December and 15 Wry last, conveyed 

on ,he case ' ae weiias the "p» ^ 

I am, &c. 

(signed) JVm. M. Somerville. 



LETTER from the Rev. John Barrett, n. n„ to T. N. Redmgton, Esq 

mrnmMmm 

to thp uccomKi ’ ast meetlD g this correspondence was submitted bv him 

case thT^, 7’ ‘f aft f r ■ m0St CarefoI -^deration of the whole facts of th“ 
case, the enclosed resolutions were unanimously adonted tWa me i +• 

mrnmmm 

h • h *? 0rde ? P the P a y ment of the sum due to Mr. Dill and fhus 
bring the matter to a satisfactory termination. ’ 



I have, & c. 

(signed) John Barrett , d.d., 

Moderator of the General Assembly. 
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At Belfast, the 7th day of July 1849 ; which day the General Assembly of 

the Presbyterian Church in Ireland being met and constituted, inter alia , — 

(Session Tenth,) 

The assembly resumed the consideration of the report of the Clonmel com- 
mittee, and having had submitted to them additional information on the subject, 
it was moved and unanimously agreed to : — 

“1. That this assembly sympathize with Mr. Dill and the congregation of 
Clonmel, in the circumstances in which they have been involved. 

“ 2. That the assembly having heard the correspondence now submitted to 
them, regret that any misunderstanding should have arisen between the minister 
of Clonmel and the Irish Government, and they desire to express their earnest 
hope, that as Mr. Dill refused compliance with no requirement of Government, 
the regium donum due to him should be forthwith paid. They further submit 
that when Her Majesty’s Government shall have obtained, upon Estimate from 
Parliament, the sum granted for the endowment of the ministers of this assembly, 
no person should be allowed in any way to interfere with its transmission to the 
recognised ministers of this church.” 

Extracted from the Minutes of “the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland,” by Robert Park, a. m., Junior Clerk of Assembly. 

(signed) John Barrett, d. d., 

Moderator to the General Assembly, 



LETTER from Sir William M. Somerville, Bart., to the Rev. John Barrett , 

D. D. 

Sir, _ Dublin Castle, 27 September 1849. 

I have been directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of 
vour letter of the 8th instant, transmitting certain resolutions agreed to at the 
late meeting of the general assembly, in reference to the withholding a portion 
of the regium donum for the year 1847 from the minister of Clonmel. 

Upon this subject I am to refer you to the correspondence which has already 
taken place, in which it has been repeatedly notified to the moderator of the 
general assembly, and to the congregation of Clonmel, that upon an amended 
certificate being forwarded the bounty would be at once issued ; and I am now 
directed by the Lord Lieutenant to repeat this assurance. 

It has always been his Excellency’s wish to maintain that harmony and good 
reeling which has so long existed between the Government and the general 
assembly, and to treat the representations of that body with every possible con- 
sideration. It is with regret, therefore, that he now finds himself called upon 
to renew a correspondence upon a matter which could be so easily brought to a 
satisfactory termination were the minister of Clonmel to comply with the con- 
ditions insisted on by the Government, and indeed with the advice so judiciously 
tendered m a resolution of the Clonmel committee, considered at the same 
meeting of the general assembly to which your letter refers; more particularly 
as the required information, to use the words of the same resolution, involves no 
mterference wnhmteraaUisciphne, and is the same which has always been for- 
warded by the other ministers of the assembly, and it may be added, by the 
minister of Clonmel himself since the year 1847 . ^ 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Wm. M. Somerville. 
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